
ever worry about 
bumping your door 
again!! 

When I first looked at this car I thought it was really ugly, 
but upon seeing it again and again and driving it - I think it’s 
growing on me! It’s a good size and with the cushions on the 
side, back, and front, ideal for a family everyday run a round.
I think this is really going after the Nissan Juke market which 
is massive!!
Our favourite engine is the 109bhp 1.2-litre turbo petrol; it 
picks up eagerly from low revs and doesn’t mind being worked 
hard, although there’s a bit of a surge of power in the 
middle of the rev range. The 80bhp version of this 
engine is worth considering if you do mostly 
town journeys, although it feels a bit 
gutless on the motorway. The Blue HDi 
diesel is strong enough at low revs, 
but feels a bit wheezy at medium 
revs and isn’t as sweet-revving as 
the petrols.
The C4 Cactus’s cabin is welcoming. 
Its dashboard is trimmed with 
a squidgy material, while thick 
padding on the door armrests also 
adds a touch of class. This model didn’t 
feature in the most recent JD Power 
ownership satisfaction survey, although 
Citroen as a brand managed an average score 
for reliability.
There are some interesting design features worthy of note, 
outside of the prominent Airbumps on the bodywork. For 
example, the lidded glovebox inside the Citroën C4 Cactus is so 
much more practical than a normal glovebox.
You might wonder why we don’t see storage solutions like 
this more widely – it’s because a car’s passenger airbag 
normally gets in the way. But the Cactus is the first commercial 
application of a roof-mounted airbag, making space across the 

whole of the fascia, on both driver and passenger sides.
Developed and supplied by TRW, the ‘bag in roof’ 

is fitted for both of the Cactus’s front seats. 
Mounted just under the headlining of the 

car immediately aft of the windscreen, 
the bag fills the gap between the 

glass and occupant completely as it 
inflates, acting as a better restraint 
than a normal airbag.
It also makes the dashboard easier 
to develop as well as smaller and 

thinner, because there is no need to 
design and test a specific airbag ‘door’ 

that opens with deployment.
Over all I would recommend this - it is 

great value.  I think it looks better in black 
as it hides the air bumps slightly, and the flair 

model has a nice level of spec.

Citroen Cactus HDI 100 Flair

N
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MPG = 55.1
Top speed = 108 MPH
0-62 = 5.1 
CO2 = 87
On the road price £13,900 
 (Lease price £159+vat over 2 years with 6 payments up front based on 10k miles a year)


